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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 7 and 1 2-1 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

■ It appears as if the word "lest" in line 7 of claim 5 should be replaced with 
the word - - least- -. 

■ It appears as if the word "set" in line 2 of claim 1 1 should be replaced with 
the word - - seat- -. 

■ It appears as if the word "scion" in line 3 of claim 1 1 should be replaced 
with the word - - section - 

■ Claim 17 is dependent from itself and is therefore an improper dependent 
claim. 

■ Claims 12-16 are objected to as being dependent upon an objected base 
claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-10 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claim 3 states recites "one end of which is in communication therewith for the 
passage of wiring" in line 2. It is unclear to what elements the terms "which" and 
"therewith" are referring. Did Applicant intend to sate one end of said hollow arm is in 
communication with the media tray and allows for the passage of wiring? Clarification is 
requested. 

Claim 5 states that said holder is communicating with said tray for the passage of 
wiring. The tray is a subcomponent of the holder. Therefore it is unclear how the 
element as a whole is in communication with a subcomponent there of. Did Applicant 
intend to state that said hollow arm is communicating with said tray? Clarification is 
requested. 

Claim 7 states that "the media tray can rotate slightly relative to said hollow arm 
to change the viewing of a when present personal electronic device." The phrase "the 
viewing of a when present personal electronic device" is not well understood. 
Clarification is requested. 

The following words/phrases lack sufficient antecedent basis: 

■ said hollow arm of said media holder (claim 1 , lines 10-11) 

■ the mounting (claim 9, linel ; claim 10, line 1) 

Claims 2, 4, 6, 8 and 15 are rejected as being dependent upon a rejected base 

claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected as best understood under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rosen (5,61 1,513) in view of Rosen (6,179,263). With respect to 
claim 1, Rosen discloses a chair arm (26) that is hollow and has a main section 
(unlabeled), consisting of the area on which a seat occupant arm would normally rest, 
an overlaid section (26a) with an outwardly facing bore (given the passage of cabling 
into the arm cap (24) from below as indicated in Figures 6A and 6B) and a removable 
arm cap (24) with fives sides (front, rear, left, right, lower) and one open side (upper) 
which fits over the pedicure chair arm (26), covering said outwardly facing bore and 
overlaying said overlaid section (26a) of said chair arm (26), said arm cap (24) having a 
female audio jack (14) mounted on one surface thereof, attached an audio cable (32), 
which audio cable (32) extends therefrom through said outwardly facing bore, up into a 
media holder (10) to an access point (32b). 

With respect to claim 3, said media holder (10) comprises a media tray (36)(50) 
and a hollow arm (12), one end of the hollow arm (12) in communication with the media 
tray (36)(50) for the passage of wiring (i.e. audio cable (32) and the other end of the 
hollow arm (12) in communication with the outwardly facing bore (unlabeled) of the chair 
arm (26). 
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With respect to claim 4, the media tray (36)(50) has an upper plate (unlabeled) 
spaced from a lower plate (unlabeled) and sides enclose said plates to define a cavity 
or "channel" (column 5, line 37) there between, and said sides have slots therein to 
provide wiring access points. See Figure 1 for the best depiction of this arrangement. 

With respect to claim 5, Rosen discloses a chair arm (26) with a main section 
(unlabeled), consisting of the area on which a seat occupant arm would normally rest, 
and an overlaid section (24) having an inwardly facing bore (un-illustrated) (given the 
passage of cabling into the overlaid section (24) from below as indicated in Figures 6A 
and 6B), an outwardly facing bore where jack (14) is attached and a top bore (22), a 
media holder (10) in communication with said outwardly facing bore, comprising a 
hollow arm (12) connected to a media tray (36)(50), said holder (10) communicating 
with said tray (36)(50) for the passage of wiring (32) through said hollow arm (12) from 
said chair arm (26) to at least one access point (32b). 

With respect to claim 6, an audio cable (32) runs from a jack (14) mounted on an 
arm cap (26a) via overlaid section (24), through the outwardly facing bore of the 
overlaid section (24), up the hollow arm (12) through the media tray (36)(50) for access. 

With respect to claim 6, the media tray (36)(50) can rotate slightly (see Figure 2) 
relative to the hollow arm (12) to change the viewing of a when present personal 
electronic device (11). 

With respect to claims 9-10, a hook, in the form of a sloped end portion located at 
the front side of the armrest (26) allows for headphones to by hung on the armrest. 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Rosen discloses an arm (26) with a main section 
(unlabeled), consisting of the area on which a seat occupant arm would normally rest, 
and an upper overlaid section (26a) and a removable arm cap (24) for said overlaid 
section (26a), which said arm cap (24) has a female audio jack (24) mounted thereon 
for the receipt of a male headphone jack of a pair of headphones, and a media holder 
(10) in communication with the overlaid section (24) of the chair arm (26) for the 
passage of an audio cable (32) from said female audio jack (14) to and through said 
holder (10) to an access point (32b) for connection to a personal electronic device (11). 

With respect to claim 12, the media holder (10) has a media tray (36)(50) that 
comprises a pair of spaced plates (unlabeled) defining a cavity or "channel" (column 5, 
line 37) there between, through which wiring (32) can pass to a side of the tray (36)(50) 
for passage to an access point (32b). 

With respect to claim 13, the cavity (unlabeled) of said media tray (36)(50) is in 
communication with at least one side of the holder (1 0) and said side of said tray 
(36)(50) has a slot in communication with the cavity for wire passage (see how cable 
(32) extends out of the back side of tray portion (36) in Figure 2). 

With respect to claim 14, both sides of said media tray (36)(50) are in 
communication with said cavity. 

With respect to claim 15 and 17, an operator call button (80) is used to release 
the media holder (10) and call the system into service. 

Rosen reveals all claimed elements with the exception of a seat cushion, a seat 
back, spaced arms and a power cord. 
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Rosen does state, however, that the device is intended for use with airline 
seating, which obviously include seat cushions, backrests and spaced armrests. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the disclosed structure with a seat 
cushion, seat back and spaced arms. 

Rosen (6,179,263) teaches the use of a connection between an electronic device 
and armrest which "delivers power to and/or establishes communication with" (column 
3, lines 59-60) the electronic device. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the instant invention to incorporate a power cable with the audio 
cable (32) disclosed by Rosen '513. Such a modification would simplify the assembly 
process by enabling assembler to run power and audio cabling simultaneously. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Smallhorn (6,863,344); Emerling et al. (6,719,343); Gray 
(5,823,599); Levin et al. (5,836,496); Berry et al. (5,311,302); Moore et al. (5,374,104); 
Jaaska (6,997,508) and Mellace (6,623,072). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah B. McPartlin whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6854. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30 am - 5:00 pm. 



Application/Control Number: 10/677,819 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 3636 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



rater M.Cuomo 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 




SBM 

April 27, 2006 



